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VJashington ^ ^ - ^ ^ 

TEXTILE COVMTTEE FIECCMI-IEIITJS 37-1 /2 CEiTTS IiIIIIMUl-I 

About 300,000 Workers To Get Vage Rate Inc rease 
. ^ I f Approved 

•• " . - - - . . . . . . , • 

The T e x t i l e Indus t ry Comraittee today unanimously recommended es tabl is l iment 

of a r.iinirau.m v/age r a t e of 37-1/2 cen t s an hour to General phil i-o 3 . Fieraing, 

• Adminis t ra tor of the VJage and Hour D i v i s i o n . Lessin^; P.osenwald., chairaa-n of 

the committee and former chairman of Sears , P.ocbuck ond Co.T.panjs i d l l forv/ard 

the formal r e p o r t of the committeo to the AdtEinistrator toraorrovr. A pub l i c 

h e a r i n g on th in reco.m:".iendation a t ishich any i n t e r e s t e d person r a y appear w i l l 

be he ld i n VJn.shington cn I'a..v 12. " , .• , . 

I f approved., t h in v d l l i nc rease tho wa;:? ra ter , of about .'300,000 v/orters^ 

This i s the l a r g e s t number of •'.vorkers for v/ho.-n a wage r.ate has been recommended 

under tho p r o v i s i o n s of the Fa i r Lcabor StandardvE Act (Federal Vfege a.rd Plour 

Law) , • • 

About 650,000 a re enployed i n the i n d u s t r v .affected,^ which .as def ined for 

tho committee incbadGS the n,anuf sic t u r e of co t ton , t e x t i l e s ; of c e r t a i n f i n i s h e d 

p roduc t s such_ a.? tov/els , sheot-3 and^ pillo-i-/ caocs; s i l k , rayon, l i n e n and 

j u t e t e x t i l e s ; rjid cordage and tv/ine, 

Larg'Rst prevlou.s ^̂ •agc orders ixnlcr the vra..ge and. houi> lav/ h.ave been the 

appare l \̂ ĉ .p:e order v.'hich \./ent i n t o , e f f ec t .July 15, 1940 and which r a i s e d the 

wa.ge r a t e of ab.:jut 200,000 workers; and the " 2 - 1 / 3 cent vrixge order for the 

t e : : t i l o i n d u s t r y and-sr the same d e f i n i t i o n v/hich inc reased the r a t e of about 

175,000 workers . This went in to e f f ec t October 54, 1939. 
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I f approved by the Admin i s t r a t c r , the 37-1 /2 cont r.ate w i l l b r i n g 

i n c r e a s e s to v.rorkers i n the d i f f e r e n t d i v i s i o n s cf the i n d u s t r y i n t h i s 

number: ' f '!" •' ' . • "• - • a " ' -* ';' 

Cotton w o r k e r s . . . . . . " . . ? • ? • : • 207,000 

T e x t i l e prod.ucts ( s h o o t s , p i l l o w cases , e t c . ) . . . . 28,700 

S i lk a.nd rayon, 47,000 . '"•' 

Cordage and tydno ' . . . . . . . . 5,000 

J u t e t e x t i l e s . 1, 500 

Tota l 289.200 > 

I t i s esti.tia.ted t i n t tho njmbcr of virorkors v/ho w i l l be r a i s e d i n b l e a c h ­

ing and dyeing p l a n t s , l i n e n m i l l s , a.nd o-fcher e s t ab l i shmen t s under the order 

v/ i l l b r im; the tot .a l to more than 300,000, 

In a d d i t i o n to the chadrm.an, the committor, inc luded: 

ioT- the P u b l i c For .the Fmnloyers - '.; 

Barry Bingha.m, P r e s i d e n t and Publi?:.her Donald Co.mcr, Chairman 
L o u i s v d l l e Courier Journa l - "'"' Avondo,le M i l l s :• 
L o u i s v i l l e , Ilentucky •*' ';;;_* 3-irmin^;h.-'m, Alabama 

Arthur Raper ' " *' Charles A. Cannon, P r e s i d e n t 
Bureau of A-gricul tural Economics : -, Gannon I d l l s 
U. S. Depa.rtment of A g r i c u l t u r e . , Kannapol is , North Carol ina 
Greensboro, Georgia t;' , " 

A' " •" ¥ . Harr i son Hightowcr 
Harry D. V:olfe . ' Thomaston Cotton K i l l s ' 
ProicsGOr of Economics * Thociaston, Gccrgija 
U n i v e r s i t y of Horth Caro l ina ' '" 
Chapel E i l l , II. C. " S.̂ m H. Swint, P r e s i d e n t & Treasu re r 

- . , •*•''•'.'," G r a n i t e v i l l e Compa,ny 
Colonel Ike Ashburn Gr.?.nitcvil le, South Caro l ina 
Agric"ultura,l and Mechanical College of '̂  • 

Texas ""' • Rudolph C. Dick, Treasurer add Genl, 
College S t a t i o n , Texas " . " , -"•'"'" ILau-Tikcag Steam Cotton Co, Mgr. 

S.alera, Massachuset ts 
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For the "Bublifi , *;* -y 

Amy KeWGS a * j . -' 
Profcsaor of Econo.aics 
Mt. Holyoke Collag.-: 
So-iith Hadloy, Massachuf^etts 

Malcolm ICair : . 
Profcsoor 
Dartmouth College 
ILanovor, Hew H.ampshirc 

.̂ .̂ ĵ |..f> • 

For the Emnloyers 

jUlan Barrows, Treasurer 
Go^nold K i l l s Corpora t ion 
Now Bedford, Massachuset ts 

Henry S. S t e h l i , P r e s i d e n t 
S t e h l i and C-nmpany, I n c . 
1372 Broadway 
Hevir York, llev/ York 

For the Em-olovoes .,,. «.,,, 

Finil Pdeve, Genrrcil rrcid!:'haat 
T e x t i l e Vorkers Union of ..Imerica-(CIO) 
44 E-.-v.'̂ t Twenty-third S t r e e t 
IIcw York, Ilev/ York . . 

F-d\/arA Doolaji 
T. V. U. of A. .- . r̂ : 
334 Spring S t r e e t ''•; 
F a l l }.iv.-:.-r, Mo-stiachusetts - ,.. ,>-

E l i z a b e t h Hard 
I . V. U. of A. --.' . *, •" 
791 Mcdn Street 
Manchester, Connecticut . 

Roy La.wrcnce 
T, V. U. of A. .̂ ,.,. 
1011 Indopend-once Building 
Charlotte, iiorth Carolina 

Eor.aco White - . r - C - y ' 
T. V, U. of A, •• - . - -,-'•*• • 
Greensboro, Georgia . 

Fr.ank P. Fenton 
Director of Organization 
American Federation of Lr.bor 
• VaEh-:ngton, D. C. ' 

C. ll. Fox 
Uni ted T e x t i l e Vorkers of America (Ai.F. of L. ) 
Birminghoji, Alabrja.a 
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