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For Immediate Release _ R-1355
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WAGE ANT HCUR DIVISICON
Washington

TEXTILE COMMITTEE RECCMMENDS 37-1/2 CENTS MINIMUM

Avout 300,C00 Workers To Get Wazge Rate ’n rease
IT Approved

L e

The Textile Industry Committee today unanimously recommended establishment
of a ninimum wage rate of 37-1/2 cenis an hour to General Philip 3. Fleming,
Administrator of the Vage and Hour Divigion. Lessing Rosenwald, chzirmen of
the comnittee and former chairman.cf Sears, Roebuck and Company, will forward
the formal report of the committee to the Administrator tomorrow., A publice
hearing on this recomiendation at which any interested person may appear will
be held in Washington on lay 12, |

1f approved, this will increase the waze rates of about 200,000 workers,
This is the largest number of workers for whom a wege rate bss been recommended
under the provisions of the Fair Lebor Standords Act (Federal Wage apd Hour
Law),

About 65 O 00C are employed in the industry affected, which as defined for
the committee includes the manmufacture of cotton textiles; of certain finished

products such ag towels, shects and pillow cases; silk, rayon, linen and
jute textiles; end cordage and twine.

Largest previous wage orders under the vage and houy law have been the
opparel wage order which went into_ effect July 15, 1940 and which raised the
waze rote of about 200,000 workers; and the 32- / cent wage order for the
textile industry under the some definition which increased the rate of about

175,000 workers. This went intec effect October 24, 1939,
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If approved by the. Administrator, the 57—1/2 cent rate will bring

increases to workers in the different divisions of the industery in this

number:
POLEON WIRelEs e vcosninsstsssnsnsssssssonsnaassys U000
B Textile nroducts (sheets, pillow cases, etc.).... 28,700

Silk 2N PAYOMesesserssosssnressssssvsensosnesses 47,000

Oordnge and $Wineeccisesssassasssssnsisansawuenas 5,000

ORLE -CHRNEYIB, v v g n vy v 5 6% 5 bt cp Bl Sl s Hn s L0 ymvs o g OO0

It is estimated that the number of workers who will be reised in bleach-
ing and dyeing plants, linén mills, and other estcblishments under the order

5 will bring the total to morc than 700,000,

In addition to the chairmnn, the committec included:

For the Public For the Fmployers
Barry Bingham, President and Publisher Donald Comer, Chairman
Louisville Courier Journal Avondale Mills
Loulsville, Kentucky ~ Birmingham, Alabama
Arthur Raper Chnrles A. Cannon, President
Burecu of Agricultural ZEconomics Cannon Millg
U. S. Department of Agriculture Eennapolis, North Carolina
P CGreenshoro, Georgia
W. Harrison Hightower
. Harry D. VWolfe ® Thomaston Cotton Mills
Professor of Economics Thomaston, Georgia
University of North Carolina '
Chapel’ Hilly No C. ' Sam H. Swint, President & Treasurer
Graniteville Company
Colonel Ike Ashburn Graniteville, South Carolina
Agricultural and Mechanical College of ~ :
Texas Rudolph C. Dick, Treasurer add Genl,
College Station, Texas Hnumkeag Steam Cotton Co. Mgr.

Salem, Massachusetts
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For the Publ

Amy Hewes

Professor of Econonics

Mt. Holyolke Collego

South Hadley, Massachusetts

Malcolm Xeir
Professor

Dartmonth College
Hanover, lUew Hnapshire

For the Fmployers

the Employees
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Allan Barrows, Treasurer
Gosnold Mills Corporation

P

New Eedaford, Massachusettis
Henry E. Stehli, President
Stéhli ard Company, Inc.

1872 Breoadway
HWew York, llew York

Emil Rieve, General I'recident :

Toxtile Workers Union of America -(CID)

44 Ernet Twenty-third Street

Yew YTork, New York:

Tdwar. Doolsn

T. W. U. of A.

234 Spring Street

Fnll HMiver, Massachusetts —_

Elizabeth Hnrd

T, W, U. of A,

791 Mpin Street
nchester, Connecticut

Roy Lowrence

Te W Us of A,
1011 Independence
Charlotte, North

Forace White

m

Franlkt P. Fenton

.

~ow 7\" Uc Of -ﬂ-‘
Groensboro, Gedrgla

Buildin
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Caralina

Director of O*ganivation

4 Anerican Federa
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